
AMENDATORY SECTION 
RULE 8.12 GASOLINE ((STATIONS – APPLICABILITY))DISPENSING FACILITIES 
 
This regulation ((shall apply))applies to all gasoline dispensing facilities(( that distribute 
gasoline, including automotive, aviation, and marine uses)). 
 

Rule 8.12.1 Definitions 
 

Unless a different meaning is clearly required by context, the following words and 
phrases, as used in this Rule, shall have the following meanings: 

 
((“Bottom Loading” means the filling of a tank through a line entering the bottom of 
the tank. 

 
“Bulk Gasoline Plant” means a gasoline storage and transfer facility that receives 
more than ninety percent of its annual gasoline throughput by transport tank and 
reloads gasoline into transport tanks.)) 
 
“CARB” means California Air Resources Board. 
 
“CARB Certified” means a vapor recovery system, equipment, or any component 
thereof, for which the California Air Resources Board (CARB) has evaluated its 
performance and issued an Executive Order. 
 
“CARB Executive Order” means a document issued by the Executive Officer of the 
California Air Resources Board that specified the requirements for specific vapor 
control equipment and the procedures used in installing, maintaining, inspecting, or 
testing vapor recovery systems. 
 
“Enhanced Vapor Recovery (EVR)” means performance standards and 
specifications set forth in the CARB CP 201 (Certification Procedure for Vapor 
Recovery Systems at gasoline dispensing facilities) Sections 3 through 9. 
 
“Gasoline” means a petroleum distillate, which is a liquid at standard conditions 
and has a true vapor pressure greater than four pounds per square inch absolute at 

((twenty degrees Celsius,))20C and is used as a fuel for internal combustion 
engines.  A((lso a))ny liquid sold as a vehicle fuel with a true vapor pressure greater 

than four pounds per square inch absolute at ((twenty degrees Celsius)) 20C ((shall 
be))is considered ‘gasoline’ for purpose of this regulation. 
 
“Gasoline Dispensing Facility” means any site dispensing gasoline ((into motor 
vehicle fuel tanks ))from stationary storage tanks including facilities dispensing 
gasoline for automotive, aviation, and marine uses. 
 



((“Gasoline Loading Terminal” means a gasoline transfer facility that receives 
more than ten percent of its annual gasoline throughput solely or in combination by 
pipeline, ship or barge, and loads gasoline into transport tanks. 
 
“Motor Vehicle” means any mode of travel utilizing gasoline as energy to provide 
locomotion. 
 
“New Gasoline Dispensing Facility” means the construction of a gasoline 
dispensing facility on a site that has not had an active gasoline dispensing facility 
within the past five years.)) 
 
“Stage I” means gasoline vapor recovery during all gasoline marketing transfer 
operations except motor vehicle refueling. 
 
“Stage II” means gasoline vapor recovery during motor vehicle refueling operations 
from stationary tanks. 
 
“Submerged Fill Line” means any discharge pipe or nozzle designed to be within 
six (6) inches of the bottom of the tank and submerged at all times.((which meet 
either of the following conditions: 
 

(a) Where the tank is filled from the top, the end of the discharge pipe or 
nozzle must be totally submerged when the liquid level is six inches from 
the bottom of the tank, or: 

(b) Where the tank is filled from the side, the discharge pipe or nozzle must 
be totally submerged when the liquid level is six inches from the bottom of 
the tank.)) 
 

“Throughput” means the amount of ((material))gasoline passing through a facility. 
 
“Transport Tank” means a container used for shipping gasoline over roadways. 
 
((“True Vapor Pressure” means the equilibrium partial pressure of petroleum liquid 
as determined by methods described in American Petroleum Institute Bulleting 2517, 
1980. 
 
“Upgrade” means the modification of a gasoline storage tank or piping to add 
cathodic protection, tank lining or spill and overfill protection that involved removal of 
ground or ground cover above a portion of the product piping. 
 
“Vapor Balance System” means a system consisting of the transport tank, 
gasoline vapor transfer lines, storage tank, and all tank vents designed to route 
displaced gasoline vapors from a tank being filled with liquid gasoline.)) 
 
“Vapor ((Control))Recovery System” means equipment that((a system designed 
and operated to)) reduces ((or limit ))the emissions of ((gasoline vapors))volatile 



organic compounds ((in))to the ambient air((, which is designed according to WAC 
173-491)). 

 
Rule 8.12.2 General Requirements 

 
(a) All gasoline ((storage tanks with a capacity greater than 2,000 gallons 

shall be equipped with submerged fill lines when upgraded, but no later 
than December 31, 1998.))dispensing facilities with gasoline storage 
tanks, regardless of size shall: 
 
(1) Not allow gasoline to be handled in a manner that would result in 

vapor releases to the atmosphere for extended periods of time. 
Measures to be taken include, but are not limited to, the following: 
(i) Minimize gasoline spills; 
(ii) Clean up spills as soon as practicable; 
(iii) Cover all open gasoline containers and all gasoline storage 

tank fill-pipes with a gasketed seal when not in use; and 
(iv) Minimize gasoline sent to open waste collection systems that 

collect and transport gasoline to reclamation and recycling 
devises, such as oil/water separators. 

(b) Gasoline storage tanks with a capacity of 2,000 gallons or more shall be 
equipped with submerged fill lines. 

(c) Gasoline dispensing facilities may be subject to registration per Rule 4.1. 
(d) Gasoline dispensing facilities may be subject to Notice of Construction 

requirements per Rule 6.1. 
 

Rule 8.12.3 Vapor Recovery ((Stage I))Requirements 
 

((Stage I vapor recovery is required for all gasoline dispensing facilities as follows:)) 
 

(a) CARB Certified((The facilities that have an annual throughput greater than 
360,000 gallons of gasoline shall have)) Stage I Enhanced ((v))Vapor 
((r))Recovery (EVR)((by December 31, 1993 or when upgraded, 
whichever is sooner.)), or equivalent equipment as approved by the 
Agency, is required for any new or upgraded gasoline storage tank with a 
storage capacity of 2,000 gallons or more and located at a gasoline 
dispensing facility with a cumulative gasoline storage capacity of 10,000 
gallons or more. Upgrading means replacing a gasoline storage tank, or 
substantially altering any component of the Stage I vapor recovery 
system. Prior to commencing construction, modifications, or upgrades, 
gasoline dispensing facilities must comply with the applicable 
requirements in Rule 6.1. 

(b) ((The facilities that have an annual throughput greater than 100,000, but 
less than or equal to 360,000 gallons of gasoline shall have Stage I vapor 
recovery by December 31, 1998 or when upgraded, whichever is 
sooner.))Nothing in Rule 8.12 precludes the Agency from requiring 



installation of a Stage II vapor recovery system in conjunction with 
approval of a Notice of Constructing application if Stage II vapor recovery 
is necessary to assure compliance with applicable air regulations and 
standards.(( 

(c) Terminals and bulk plants that deliver gasoline to any facility equipped 
with Stage I vapor recovery shall be equipped with a vapor control system 
prior to December 31, 1998. 

(d) Terminals and bulk plants with an annual throughput greater than 
7,200,000 gallons per year shall be equipped with a vapor control system 
prior to December 31, 1993.)) 

 
Rule 8.12.4 ((Vapor Recovery Stage II))Testing Requirements 

 
(a) ((Stage II vapor recovery is required at a gasoline dispensing facility 

supplying fuel to the general public under the following 
circumstances:))The owner or operator of a gasoline dispensing facility 
with a cumulative storage capacity of 10,000 gallons or more and 
equipped with Stage I EVR must conduct the following performance tests: 

 
(1) ((Any facility that dispenses in excess of one million two hundred 

thousand gallons (1,200,000) of gasoline per year and is located in 
Thurston County.  This requirement will end on December 31, 
2002, unless the Department of Ecology determines that Stage II is 
important to achieving or maintaining the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standard for Ozone in a nonattainment or maintenance plan 
county.))Initial performance testing shall be completed, for all 
performance tests listed in Table 1, after initial installation and prior 
to the facility dispensing fuel commercially; and, 

(2) Subsequent testing shall be conducted according to the schedule in 
Table 1. 

 
(b) The owner or operator of a gasoline dispensing facility with a cumulative 

gasoline storage capacity of 10,000 gallons or more that is equipped with 
Stage I, but not equipped with Stage I EVR, shall conduct the appropriate 
Static Pressure Performance of Vapor Recovery Systems test in Table 1 
at least once every 13 months. 

(c) Tests shall be conducted in accordance with the CARB test procedure 
specified, or CARB-approved equivalent test procedures. 

(d) Tests shall be performed by a third-party independent testing company 
trained in the testing methods. 

(e) In the event of a failed performance test, the owner or operator shall 
correct the cause of the failure in accordance with Rule 8.12.5(c) and 
retest within 30 days of the date of the failed test. 

(f) The owner or operator shall report to the Agency the results of all required 
performance testing within 30 days of the test date. 

 



 

Table 1: Performance Testing 

 
A 

 
An owner/operator of a facility with 
underground storage tanks shall conduct the 
following tests… 

 
After the initial testing, 
the owner/operator shall 
conduct the subsequent 
tests… 
 

A1. TP-201.3 – Static Pressure Performance of 
Vapor Recovery Systems 
 

at least once every 13 
months 

A2. TP-201.1E – Leak Rate and Cracking 
Pressure of P/V Vent Valves 
 

at least once every 37 
months 

A3. TP-201.3C – Determination of Vapor Piping 
Connection to Underground Gasoline Storage 
Tanks (Tie-Tank Test) 
 

 

A4. TP-201.1B – Static Torque of Rotatable 
Stage I Adaptors 
 

at least once every 13 
months 

A5. TP-201.1C or TP-201.1D1 – Leak Rate of 
Drop Tube/Drain Valve Assembly or Leak Rate of 
Drop Tube/Overfill Prevention Device 
 

at least once every 13 
months 

 
B 

 
An owner/operator with aboveground storage 
tanks shall conduct the following tests… 

 
After the initial testing, 
the owner/operator shall 
conduct the subsequent 
tests… 
 

B1. TP-206.3 or TP-201.3B2– Static Pressure 
Performance of Vapor Recovery Systems 
 

at least once every 13 
months 

B2. TP-201.1B – Static Torque of Rotatable 
Stage I Adaptors3 
 

at least once every 13 
months 

B3. TP-201.1E – Leak Rate and Cracking 
Pressure of P/V Vent Valves 
 

at least once every 37 
months 

  

                                                 
1 TP-201.1C has no overfill prevention device and TP-201.1D is required for drop tubes with overfill prevention 
2 TP-206.3 is required for aboveground storage tanks equipped with Stage I EVR 
3 TP-201.1B only required for aboveground storage tanks equipped with Rotatable Stage I Adaptors 



Rule 8.12.5 ((New Gasoline Dispensing Facilities))Self-Inspection 
Requirements 

 
((Nothing in Rule 8.12.4 shall preclude the Agency from requiring Stage II vapor 
recovery if it is determined to be BACT for control of air toxics or for the protection of 
human health and safety.)) 

(a) The owner or operator of a gasoline dispensing facility shall complete self-
inspections of the vapor recovery system. The inspection must occur at 
least once a week, or after each gasoline delivery, whichever is less 
frequent. At a minimum, the following items shall be inspected: 
 
(1) All adaptors shall be equipped with vapor-tight caps; 
(2) All fill and vapor recovery wells or boxes shall be free of liquid 

gasoline; 
(3) All gasoline storage tank fill-pipes shall have gasketed seals in 

good working condition; 
(4) All caps shall have gasketed seals in good working condition; and, 
(5) Vapor recovery adaptors on the storage tanks shall seal upon 

disconnect. 
 

(b) The dates and results of the self-inspections shall be recorded.  
(c) No later than 15 days after discovery, the owner or operator shall take 

corrective actions to repair, replace or adjust defective equipment found 
during any of the following events: 
 
(1) Performance tests; 
(2) Routine maintenance checks; 
(3) Self-inspections; or, 
(4) Agency compliance inspections. 

 
NEW SECTION 
Rule 8.12.6 Recordkeeping Requirements 
 

(a) The following records shall be maintained on site for no less than five 
years from origination, and copies made available to the Agency upon 
request: 
 
(1) Records of all maintenance and repair activities; 
(2) Records of all self-inspections conducted per Rule 8.12.5; 
(3) Records of all performance tests required by Rule 8.12.4; and, 
(4) Monthly gasoline throughput records. 
 

(b) The following records shall be maintained on site for the life of the 
gasoline dispensing facility or the associated equipment, whichever is 
earlier: 



(1) Any determinations issued by the Agency per Rule 6.1; 
(2) Any GDF Notice of Intent to Operate submitted to the Agency per 

Rule 6.1(b)(3). 


