OLYMPIC REGION CLEAN AIR AGENCY
2940 Limited Lane NW
Olympia, Washington 98502

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING - Hybrid via Zoom
July 10, 2024

A video recording of this meeting is available at:
https://www.youtube.com/ORCAA
Files discussed at this meeting are available at:
http://board.orcaa.org/

Members present: Jim Cooper, City of Olympia (Chair)
Randy Neatherlin, Mason County (via Zoom)
Michael Steadman, City of Lacey (via Zoom)
Dave Tobin, Pacific County (via Zoom)
Emily Clouse, Thurston County (via Zoom)
Mike French, Clallam County (via Zoom)
Greg Brotherton, Jefferson County (Vice Chair) (via Zoom)
Jill Warne, Grays Harbor County (via Zoom)
Joan Cathey, City of Tumwater (via Zoom)

Members absent:

Legal Counsel: Jeff Myers, Michael Throgmorton, Jakub Kocztorz (in person), and Matthew
Sonneby (via Zoom) of Law, Lyman, Daniel, Kamerrer and Bogdanovich

Staff Present: Jeff Johnston, Ph.D., Executive Director; Mike Shults, Compliance Manager;
Odelle Hadley, Ph.D., Senior Monitoring Specialist; Lynn Harding, Finance
Services Manager; Chris Kraus, IT System Administrator; Tiffany Flores,
Records Specialist, and Debbie Moody, Office Manager/Public Records
Officer

Cooper called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and asked for roll call. (:08)
APPROVAL OF AGENDA (1:57)

Cooper asked for approval of the agenda. Tobin moved approval, the motion was seconded and
carried unanimously.

CHAIR REPORT (2:19)

Cooper reminded the Board there is no August meeting and in September the Finance Committee
will meet at 8:30am, prior to the regular Board meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT (2:59)

There were no public in attendance.
CONSENT AGENDA (3:20)

Cooper asked approval of the Consent Agenda. Tobin moved approval of the Consent Agenda. The
motion was seconded and carried unanimously.
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PUBLIC HEARING
ORCAA Regulation Rule 1.11 and 1.12 (3:48)

Shults explained this rule change is adopted each year. The rule changes to 1.11 (federal rule
reference date) and 1.12 (state rule reference date) consist of changing the year from 2023 to 2024.

Cooper asked if there were any questions, hearing none he opened the public hearing at 10:08 a.m.
There was no public in attendance to comment and staff did not receive any written comments. The
hearing closed at 10:09 a.m.

Cooper asked if the Board had any comments. Hearing none, Cooper asked for a motion to amend
Rule 1.11 and 1.12. Steadman moved approval and the motion was seconded and carried
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Flame Cap Kilns (9:42)

Johnston explained SSB 6121 passed the Legislature, was signed by the Governor, and became
effective on June 6, which added the definition for a flame cap kiln. Johnston gave a brief
explanation of the legislation. Johnston added he recently learned Ecology is planning to update
WAC 173-425, but no schedule has been announced yet.

Johnson shared a draft Flame Cap Kiln focus sheet ORCAA developed to answer likely questions
about the changes brought about by SSB 6121.

Johnson asked Brotherton to share his thoughts.

Brotherton noted he would like to have ORCAA be advocates of flame cap kilns. He disagreed with
the focus sheet and requested ORCAA to look into making changes to the document. Brotherton
requested staff do additional work on the focus sheet to make it accurate and clear. While it is
currently a best management practice for agriculture and silviculture burning, maybe we should
advocate for flame cap kilns as best management practice for all burning.

Johnston asked Brotherton to send staff any suggested edits for the focus sheet. As an air quality
agency, we are focused on air quality, and we don’t have a lot of information on how these devices
are operated. The legislation doesn'’t talk about biochar, it just defines flame cap kilns and how they
can be used for agricultural or silvicultural burning.

Cooper noted the Board is in favor of having staff work with Ecology and approach it in a way to
have a flexible rule for residential use as well. Cooper noted he would advocate for a tool for all
outdoor burning for every area of our region and not just Thurston County. Permits should be
provided throughout our jurisdiction and a fee should be charged. Shults added, as inspectors we
need a definition and boundaries in order to decide on what type of burning we are dealing with.

Cooper did note he isn’t asking for any action as we would need to see the outcomes of any
Ecology rule making before any formal discussion.

Johnston noted we hope to be part of the rule making committee, as Ecology is the expertise on

this. Brotherton requested the focus sheet not go out as he feels the definition is not factually
correct.
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Johnston noted our reading of the rule is the only use of flame cap kilns is only for agriculture and
silviculture burning. Residents can do outdoor burning now. Shults noted you can burn in a trench
and that does not fall into the flame cap kiln definition, it is just outdoor burning. We need definitions
from Ecology.

Cooper asked Johnston to draft a memo to bring back to the Board and also noted the picture of a
burn barrel on the focus sheet does need to be changed.

DIRECTORS REPORT
Executive Director Update (32:48)

Johnston noted Nelson is on his way to Port Townsend for a hearing related to the Port Townsend
Paper Mill. Johnston, covering Nelson’s report, noted we are in fire safety burn ban season.
ORCAA will be joining a Thurston County meeting with 3 other agencies for a work session about
fire safety burn bans and how they are communicated. The Northwest Air Quality Communicators
held a media training session on July 3 for staff from local clean air agencies on speaking to media.
There is some information on Nelson’s report regarding the woodstove change outs.

Johnston noted McKinley is planning on closing at the end of August. It will impact ORCAA as they
are one of our major sources.

We issued the final determination to Pacific Northwest Renewable Energy (PNWRE) in May. The
permit was appealed in June. Johnston noted he accompanied Hadley to CPO. We are still waiting
to find out whether Clallam County PUD will be able to keep power on at CPO due to line
degradation issues. An FAA navigational site is also there, it is the FAA’s responsibility to maintain
the power lines. Johnston noted Moody and Flores have been working on several public records
requests. ORCAA hosted the WAQMG (air directors) meeting earlier this month. Johnston noted we
will close the office for a few hours for off-site staff meeting and lunch on July 18.

Regarding the McKinley closure, French noted that market conditions are difficult for them currently.

Cooper asked if there is battery backup option for CPO. Hadley stated we have small battery
backups that gives us time to do proper shutdowns, but the amount of power we use is more than a
backup battery can handle. It was also noted a generator is not feasible due to emissions from the
generator. The site may need to be moved to a different location if the power line isn’t replaced
soon.

Compliance Manager Update (45:31)

Shults noted two of our inspectors were promoted to AQS3 as of July 1, and on August 1 another
inspector will advance to AQS2.

Land clearing burns are banned for the summer. This does give staff time to do other inspections,
especially Title V inspections and source tests.

Engineering staff issued a permit to AGP to expand their facility at the Port of Grays Harbor. Staff
also finished their emission inventory work so billing can occur by August 1. Engineering staff also
assisted with EFSEC’s permit. We have seen an uptick in smaller businesses applying for NOC
applications. Shults added we will be doing an inspection of the McKinley facility by the end of the
month.
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Cooper noted an odor complaint for Crown. Shults explained odors from Crown could be attributed
to varnish.

Senior Air Monitoring Specialist Update (50:08)

Hadley went over June’s air quality data. Hadley briefly went over the June highlights including the
CPO visit with Johnston and the monthly visits to our other sites. We continue to have SSID issues
at the Port Angeles fire department and continue to work with the Fire Department's IT department
to get it figured out.

Hadley added a couple of slides for July 4" air quality and for several days following. It was noted
hot temperatures do impact our air quality.

Financial Services Manager Update (1:00:10)

Harding noted staff will provide year-end report at the next Finance Committee meeting in
September. Harding stated we need to update the agency’s purchasing policy due to newly passed
legislation regarding public works contracting. We will incorporate the new information and have our
attorneys review prior to the Finance Committee meeting, then we will bring it to the full board.

Harding informed the board we have 2 tenants moving out and we will be improving their spaces
and advertising them soon.

GOOD OF THE ORDER (1:03:32)

Myers gave an update on the appeal ACT vs PSCAA. ACT appealed the Court of Appeals decision
to the Washington Supreme Court which denied the appeal yesterday. The board will not have to
approve all agency issued Notice of Construction permits.

EXECUTIVE SESSION (per RCW 42.30.110)

There was no executive session.
ADJOURNMENT (1:10:14)

The meeting ended at 11:10 a.m.
CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify this is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the meeting of the ORCAA Board of
Directors held on July 10, 2024, in Olympia, Washington.
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Jeﬁ@’%}?, Ph.D., Executive Director Jim Cooper, Chair
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Agency ORCAA Board of Directors
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