OLYMPIC REGION CLEAN AIR AGENCY
2940 Limited Lane NW
Olympia, Washington 98502
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING — Hybrid via Zoom

August 13, 2025

A video recording of this meeting is available at:
https://www.youtube.com/ORCAA
Files discussed at this meeting are available at:
http://board.orcaa.org/

Members present: Jim Cooper, City of Olympia (Chair)
Emily Clouse, Thurston County
Mike French, Clallam County (via Zoom)
Nicolas Dunning, City of Lacey (via Zoom)
Georgia Miller Grays Harbor County (via Zoom)
Randy Neatherlin, Mason County (via Zoom)
Dave Tobin, Pacific County (via Zoom)
Greg Brotherton, Jefferson County (Vice Chair) (via Zoom)

Members absent Joan Cathey, City of Tumwater
Legal Counsel: Jeff Myers of Law, Lyman, Daniel, Kamerrer and Bogdanovich
Staff Present: Jeff Johnston, Ph.D., Executive Director; Mike Shults, Compliance Manager;

Odelle Hadley, Ph.D., Senior Air Monitoring Specialist; Tyson Justis, Financial
Services Manager; Chris Krause, IT Systems Administrator; Tiffany Flores,
Records Specialist/Public Records Officer; Debbie Moody, Operations Manager;
Dan Nelson, Communications Manager (via Zoom).

Guest Present: Laura Schneck (via Zoom)

CALL TO ORDER (0:00:10)
Cooper called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and asked for roll call.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA (0:03:00)

Cooper asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Clouse moved approval of the agenda. The motion
was seconded and carried unanimously.

CHAIR REPORT (0:04:09)

Brotherton gave recap of the Finance Committee meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT (0:04:53)
There was no public comment.

CONSENT AGENDA (0:05:25)

Cooper asked for approval of the Consent Agenda. Clouse moved for approval of the consent agenda.
The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.

PRESENTATION (00:08:31)

Krause presented agency IT Overview and Cybersecurity updates.
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NEW BUSINESS:

Revisions to Residential Burn Permits (0:23:05)

Johnston gave a brief introduction of the current residential burn permit program in Thurston County, and
the costs to the agency for the outdoor burning program. Nelson explained current practices and the
intentions of education and the option of implementing of a residential burning fee moving forward.

A robust discussion followed; the board moved to table this discussion until the October board meeting.
That action was seconded and carried with majority.

Regional Focus on Grays Harbor County (1:09:37)

Johnston introduced the presentation. Nelson started presentation with a brief background of the
environmental geography of Grays Harbor County. Hadley gave a history of air monitoring in the county.
Shults explained outdoor burning, working with the fire districts, and the Compliance team’s work in the
county.

Resolution 286 — MOA with Makah Tribe re: air monitoring at Bahokas Peak (01:32:55)

Hadley discussed the need for a Memorandum of Agreement with the Makah Tribe regarding the
operation of an air monitoring site at Bahokas Peak on the Makah Reservation.

Hadley explained that the Makah Tribal Chairman signed the MOA, and we need a resolution authorizing
Cooper to sign the document on behalf of the ORCAA Board. Cooper asked for a motion, French moved
to approve the resolution, motion was seconded and carried unanimously.

DIRECTORS REPORT

Executive Director Update (1:36:32)

Myers gave update on the Friends of Grays Harbor County/PNWRE hearing that occurred in June.
Myers acknowledged the professionalism of Whybrew and DeMay and their outstanding testimony.
expects decision mid-September or October and feels confident of the legal case we presented.

Johnston shared that vendor selection for the new agency database is going well, and he is pleased that
he will make an announcement soon of the selected vendor.

Johnston noted that the Trump Administration and the EPA are recommending zeroing out funding for
state and local agencies like ORCAA. As a result, we decreased the amount of our federal funding in the
current fiscal year by 20%. Also, noted that the current proposals under consideration by Congress,
maintain current federal funding levels.

Johnston briefly mentioned that due to MTCA funds being significantly down, Ecology is not entering into
any grant agreements until after the September forecast. ORCAA gets $134,000 yearly from the state
Core grant, that amount is uncertain at this time due to the MTCA fund issues. Johnston anticipates
giving updates for both Federal and State Core grant funding at the October board meeting.

Johnston mentioned that the current administration and the EPA took action to repeal the
“Endangerment Finding.” This is a finding that EPA made in 2009 that greenhouse gas emissions
endanger the health of current and future generations. EPA will be holding a public comment period for
the repeal, the commenting period ends on September 15,

Compliance Manager Update (1:46:19)

Shults mentioned Inspectors and Engineers are busy this season. Inspectors are either doing site
inspections or source testing of many registered sources including most of our Title V, or major sources.

Shults noted Aidan Palm received a promotion from to Inspector 1 to a 2 on July 1. Palm also recently
appeared at his first Pollution Control Hearings Board hearing as our key witness.

Shults mentioned that along with Nelson the Engineers are working to educate current and potential
sources of the need for permitting and notification of changes of emissions. This education will hopefully
decrease potential violations.

Page 2 of 3



Shults shared that he has started communicating with other local air agencies about their permitting,
fees, and compliance practices as we look to update our fees and streamline our processes.

Senior Air Monitoring Specialist Update (1:49:55)
Hadley presented highlights for June and July air quality data, noting the good air quality for all sites.

Hadley explained that the Lacey site has been removed, and we are waiting for the new station delivery.
The Cheeka Peak trailers were moved to the new location at Bahokas Peak.

Communications Manager Update (1:58:31)

Nelson explained that wildfire smoke season is still in full effect. The weather is getting milder but the
smoke events in September are typically the worst.

Nelson noted, Harbor Days in Olympia is the next community outreach event he will be attending.

Nelson shared that he worked with fire chiefs, the fire districts, and police in llwaco to educate them
about ORCAA and how to inform the community about illegal burning.

Nelson mentioned that we have recorded our inspectors completing our online forms and posted the
“how to” videos on our YouTube and social media platforms to educate the public. Also, noted that staff
will be working to translate the forms to Spanish versions for our website.

Nelson submitted the application for the Woodsmoke Reduction grant, he is requesting $440,000 for this
biennium with the intent to reduce woodsmoke in communities the replacement program is available to 5
of the 6 counties throughout our jurisdiction., however the recycle program does apply to our entire
jurisdiction.

Financial Services Manager Update (2:02:30)
Justis mentioned that he has successfully closed the last fiscal year and opened the current fiscal year.

Justis shared that we have replaced all the fire and security panels in the building bringing us into
compliance with the Olympia Fire Marshall.

BOARD MEMBER UPDATE/GOOD OF THE ORDER (2:03:04)
Nothing for the good of the order

EXECUTIVE SESSION (per RCW 42.30.110G) (0:00:00)
No executive session.

ADJOURNMENT (2:03:06)
Cooper adjourned the meeting at 12:03 p.m.

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify this is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the meeting of the ORCAA Board of
Directors held on August 13, 2025, in Olympia, Washington.

ﬂ)S/i?

@ Ph.., Executive Director Jim Cooper, Chair
< CleanAirAgency ORCAA Board of Directors

DATED: lo/ Iy /ZOZS_
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