
Changing your  
equipment or processes?  

Get a Permit!
Is Notice of Construction (NOC) needed?

An NOC permit is required PRIOR to 
constructing modifying, or restarting an air 
pollution source, including: 

•	 New Source: Installing equipment or 
operations that emit air pollution.

•	 Replacements: Replacing an existing 
source/equipment, even ‘in-kind’ 
replacements.

•	 Modifications: Modifying existing 
equipment, including physical changes or 
changes in operation methods. 

•	 Changes to control devices: Replacing or 
altering any air pollution control devices.

•	 Establishing Portable/Temporary 
Equipment: Moving portable or temporary 
equipment that emit air pollution.

ORCAA’s approval is required before 
commencing construction – meaning before 
breaking ground, pouring foundations, 
conducting electrical or plumbing work, or 
moving equpment on-site. 
Failure to secure ORCAA’s approval prior to 
commencing any of the above actions is a 
violation of ORCAA Rule 6.1 and could be 
subject to penalties. 
NOTE: When construction or installation of 
equipment begins prior to approval, ORCAA 
may conduct an investigation and assess a fee 
of up to 3 times the permit fee.
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Modifications
Modifications requiring an air permit include 
both physical changes and changes in the 
method of operation that increase emissions 
rates or potential to emit. Some examples 
include:
•	 Changing the type of fuel combusted.
•	 Changing to a raw material containing a new 

or high concentration of a substance.
•	 Changing operation of an existing piece of 

equipment.
•	 Increasing production rates above those 

previously approved by ORCAA.
•	 Rebuilding a piece of equipment or control 

device after a fire or other event.
•	 Removing a “bottle-neck” in a process 

resulting in increasing air emissions.

Exemptions
There are more than 100 categorical exemptions 
you may qualify for under ORCAA Rule 6.1(c) as 
well as other exemptions in ORCAA Rule 6.1(b). 

Approval Process
The timeline for approval varies based on the 
complexity of the project. Please contact the 
Engineering Staff for a project-specific estimate. 
For certain proposals, a public notice and 
comment period and public hearing may be 
required.

Application Assistance
Information specific to industry categories  are 
provided under ORCAA’s Business Assistance 
web page, www.orcaa.org. Or contact the 
Engineering Staff directly to ask questions 
regarding your project, (360) 539-7610. 
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