
A Contractor’s Guide to 
ORCAA’s Demolition & 

Asbestos Program 
Defining “Demolition”

Demolition means the wrecking, 
dismantling, or removal of any load 
supporting structural member that makes 
that portion of the structure unusable. 
Before any such demolition of more than 
120 square feet may occur, an approved 
demolition notification must be provided to 
ORCAA. 

Before demolishing a structure…
An asbestos survey performed 
by an AHERA certified building inspector 
needs to be included with the demolition 
notification. If there is asbestos in the 
structure, an ORCAA Asbestos 
Notification form must also be completed, 
and the asbestos will need to be safely 
and legally removed. 

Note that ONLY certified asbestos 
abatement contractors – or the 
homeowner of an owner-occupied single-
family home – may perform the asbestos 
removal and abatement work. All removed 
asbestos-containing materials must be 
properly handled and disposed of in 
certified asbestos disposal facilities.

Defining “Asbestos Projects”
An asbestos survey is needed, even in 
projects of less than 120 square feet, 
if there is more than 48 square feet or 
10 linear feet of suspected asbestos-
containing material. Instead of a certified 
asbestos survey, a homeowner may 
collect samples on their own and have 

them read by a certified lab for a single-
family home project. 

In these cases, a Notification must be filed 
with ORCAA 14 days before work begins. 
ORCAA can waive the 14-day notification 
requirement if:
1) the project  resolves a public health or

safety hazard (fire, earthquakes, flood
damage);

2) The project will protect equipment,
ensure vital utilities, or minimize
property damage;

3) Asbestos was found that was not
identified during the survey; or

4) The project must proceed to avoid an
unreasonable burden.

Notification Timelines
Complete submission (which requires fee 
payment) starts the 14-day wait period 
before physical demolition work can begin. 
This wait period allows ORCAA staff the 
opportunity to review the notification and 
monitor progress.
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